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Conclusion
Molecular barcoding methods are reliable tools for the

identification of medicinal plants, their substitutes and

adulterants at the genus and species level. The methods

discussed provide consistent and reliable results regard-

less of the age, plant part, or environmental factors of the

sample.

Based on the literature analyzed in this review, it appears

that, although the Barcode of Life Plant Working Group

[5] recommends the genomic regions rbcL + matK for

barcoding, often other genomic regions could be more

useful for medicinal material identification. Furthermore,

depending on the material analyzed, one or the combi-

nation of up to three genomic regions was necessary to

provide the required information for identification.

Because of the increasing demand for herbal remedies,

authentication of the medicinal plant material is import-

ant; therefore it is vital to provide a sole, extensive

database with DNA data for easy identification.
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