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In sum, the book makes an important contribution to our understanding of the morpheme 
-(r)are by presenting a thorough and careful examination of the relevant data that suggests that 
the empirical evidence for some of the widely-held assumptions about Japanese passive is not as 
strong as commonly assumed. It also makes an important theoretical contribution to the 
Minimalist Program framework, as it proposes and defends a unified analysis of the different 
types of sentences with -(r)are based on the smuggling approach to passivization. The problem 
in the proposed analysis is, however, that it makes a number of unsubstantiated assumptions in 
order to account for some of the key data. Any future work on -(r)are should pay close attention 
to what Ishizuka’ careful examination of the data shows and address the analytical issues that her 
analysis faces. 
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