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5. Conclusion

This study illustrates the nature and magnitude of doubts and
knowledge gaps among the general Dutch public regarding our
energy system, CO2, climate change and CCS. Only very few people
understand how our current use of fossil fuels leads to CO2 emis-
sions which in turn lead to climate change, even though almost all
people state to know about global warming. The test revealed sev-
eral misconceptions that were shared by a major percentage of the
respondents, some of which also influenced the general attitude
towards CCS. However, attitude towards CCS was mainly related to
perceived risks and benefits of the technology as well as to more
normative evaluations of the use of the technology.

The media analysis did not yield evidence that national newspa-
pers reinforce or create particular misperceptions as found in the
interviews and survey. However, newspaper reading will also con-
tribute little if anything to correcting misperceptions or filling the
‘blanks’ in people’s knowledge. That said, we do not state that this
should be a primary task of newspapers. News media and infor-
mation media are two very different things. However, it is one of
the tasks of journalists to take into account their readers’ level of
comprehension of the issue they write about. Since our research
has shown that people have little knowledge, even the highly edu-
cated regular readers of newspapers, it could be argued that news
articles on CCS may need to be enriched with a bit more context
information to be understandable for and not to mention appealing
to a wider audience beyond people who are already knowledgeable
about CCS.
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