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6. Implications for practice

The findings of this study showed that kindergarten teachers felt
like dancing on the edge of personal, legal and moral boundaries, and
experienced anxiety and fear of harm to their relationship with
parents and to self. Teachers were courageous, decent, kind, and cared
for the abused children, yet they feared self-harm as a result of
intervening. Administrators need to create a secure system to protect
kindergarten teachers from becoming targets of parental rage and
retaliation. Legal requirements and procedures require clarity to help
teachers resolve their reporting ambiguity. Current training programs
have shown success in improving mandated reporters' awareness but
have failed to increase their reporting behavior (Khan, Rubin, &
Winnik, 2005). A possible explanation is that current training
programs only emphasize the cognitive aspects of child abuse
recognition and not the affective behaviors required of teachers
(Flaherty et al., 2004). Individuals reporting child abuse should be
provided with opportunities to share their experience with colleagues
and other professionals. Interventions designed to reduce the anxiety
and fear about the consequences of reporting and increasing
confidence and perception of self-value is crucial.
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