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Conclusions

Through the current study we sought to extend understandings
of the negative informal role of a team cancer through a cultural
sport psychology perspective, qualitatively analyzing media
representations of a sport celebrity positioned by the media as
embodying the characteristics of a team cancer. Ethnographic
content analysis revealed that while meanings of a team cancer

were consistent with previous research by Cope et al. (2010), the
cancer role also emerged differently depending upon the hockey
moral code discourse invoked (i.e., hockey moral code as truth vs.
hockey moral code as hypocrisy). In turn, the meanings and
implications of the team cancer characteristics identified depended
upon the socio-cultural context (i.e., media narrative/discourse)
within which the team cancer identity arose.
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