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The relationship between academic accounting

research and professional practice
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In conclusion
AAA] can be identified as a “community journal”, and this manifests itself in several
different ways, such as its increasing usage, its continuing high esteem ratings
internationally and the continued popularity of the APIRA conference.

As Unerman and O'Dwyer (2010, p. 20) observed:

There is some evidence that this phenomenon is occurring. At the beginning of 2010, for
example, a peer-developed journal ranking for use by the Australian government in
evaluating the quality of university research included the broadly based Accounting,
Auditing & Accountability Journal as a top-rated international journal. The same ranking
exercise placed some of the more orthodox journals, regarded as top quality among many
“mainstream” accounting researchers, lower in the rankings. While many “mainstream”
accounting researchers may not have understood how a more broadly based accounting
journal such as Accounting, Auditing and Accountability Journal could be placed so highly
while “their” journals were placed lower in the rankings (this issue was the subject of some
lobbying after the rankings were published), this incident may demonstrate that mainstream
researchers need to broaden their criteria for what counts as high-quality research or risk
marginalisation of the journals that publish their work.
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