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The special issue concludes with two discussion papers by Hascher (2013) and Minnaert (2013). In unique ways, these
two commentators confirm the importance and complexity of goals, goal orientations, and educational achievement,
emphasizing the important insights derived from exploring these phenomena in different populations and education arenas.
When we consider the findings articulated in the seven individual manuscripts, together with the syntheses evolved in the
two discussant commentaries, it is clear that all of the contributions in the special issue play an important role in the
attainment of its goal—namely, to deepen our understanding of how goals and goal orientations contribute to educational
achievement in different contexts of formal schooling and training. As a result of the authors’ efforts, the special issue not
only has conceptual significance for goal theorists, but also has practical relevance for educational practitioners involved
with a variety of educational groups.
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