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[154_TD$DIFF]5. Discussion

This research has developed and tested a conceptual model that investigated the relationship between leaders’ technical
competence and employees’ innovative work behavior, a topic that has been missing from the leadership literature.
Furthermore, themodel shows how the employee’s learning behaviormediates this relationship. The findings indicated that
in high-tech industries, such as the telecommunications industry, leaders’ technical competence is defined as up-to-date
technical knowledge and the ability to perform technical duties better than their subordinates. They have a better
understanding of the technology involved, and the engineering tools and techniques employed. Leaders have the ability to
answer technical questions, suggest new methods, and apply knowledge to a problem and solve science and engineering
problems). LTC has a positive relationship with subordinate’s learning and innovative work behavior. Moreover, the learning
behavior of the employees has a positive relationship with IWB. These results have interesting theoretical and practical
implications.
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