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Social networking on the semantic web
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5. Conclusions

The semantic web offers an ambitious vision of an internet populated with intelligent
agents and services able to exchange information, tasks and knowledge using simple
protocols coupled with a rich knowledge representation language. Exploring the
roadmap leading toward this vision will take some time. The semantic web languages
RDF and OWL are a promising beginning. One of the first wide-spread applications of
RDF is the representation of social networks — individuals, their properties and the
relationships among them. The current interest in social networks and the immediate
applications to online virtual communities have made the FOAF ontology the widely
used on the web at this writing. Studying how FOAF is being used provides a good
test case for the larger questions and issues involving the adoption of semantic
web concepts and technologies.
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