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Looking back

As one goes through the book, one cannot fail to

see the striking similarity of the early work in the

field of artificial intelligence (specifically

knowledge representation) which is getting

reinvented here. They are now packed in new

bottles of OIL, RDF, etc. For example, DAML-

ONT primitives have a high degree of overlap with

the primitives of early frame based knowledge

representation formalisms. But the description

gives no such feeling – particularly in Part I –

let alone acknowledge them! Chapters in Part II do

refer to the frame representations as a source

model.

Formal theories lose their momentum as they

jump into the difficulties in guaranteeing

soundness and completeness of inferences

generated when full first order logic is used. This is

true even when there is no uncertainty in the

system, all knowledge are stored at one place, and

consistency can be assumed. In a World Wide Web

scenario, none of these assumptions are true. How

much sense does it make to go for a logic based

representation as the backbone of the Web of

tomorrow? It puzzles me.. But there is no answer in

the book.
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