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5. Conclusion

To sum, the results of this study support the conclusion that the early linguistic, motor, and cognitive development of
ELGA children differs in important ways from that of FT peers.

On one side, ELGA children show diffuse delays across several domains. On the other side, differences in growth curves are
specific for each domain. Most marked, is the different pattern of growth seen in motor development, such that ELGA children
develop motor skills more slowly than FT peers, showing an increasing delay (i.e., a Matthew effect) which might give rise to an
atypical developmental path. Instead, for language and cognitive skills, ELGA children show consistent delays relative to FT
peers, but their growth rate over time is not so different from that of FT children until the third year. However, language skills
present a peculiar growth curve, with a great inter-individual variance which suggests that some ELGA children might persist in
their delay, some might gradually recover and some might fall further behind showing later an atypical pattern.
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