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6. CONCLUSION
We have presented CherryPick, a simple yet scalable technique

for tracing packet trajectories in SDN-enabled datacenter net-
works. The core idea in CherryPick is that structure in datacenter
network topologies enable reconstructing end-to-end paths us-
ing a few essential links. To that end, CherryPick “cherry-picks”
a subset of links along the packet trajectory and embeds them
into the packet header. We applied CherryPick to a fattree topol-
ogy in this paper and showed that it requires minimal switch
flow rules to enable tracing packet trajectories, while requiring
packet header space close to state-of-the-art techniques.
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