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Online Social Networks and information diffusion:

The role of ego networks
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5. Conclusion and future research directions
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In this paper we have presented our most recent work on the

characterization of the structural properties of social relationships

in OSNs, and how they depend on human cognitive and time con- welaizl by gilisle gla (Shis iy ajliya Iy age usl 3l allda 5ol 5o
straints. From our analyses, we have seen that the properties of

ego networks in OSNs are compatible with those found in offline 5la o3gdma a Lyl bl 0ged 5 e 83,5 p s Ol elaiod gla a8 3 o
environments. This indicates that the hierarchical structure of con-

centric layers of alters around the ego is consistent among different Sles Shg S ot was gla Julod gub puols g b Gl (Sl 3 ila)
social environments, and is not influenced by the use of a particu- ~

lar communication medium. This is a clear indication that human 33 04 Al aglga b Bjl (T elsiol gla 50 3 g0,8 la oS

cognitive and time constraints shape social relationships not only
in offline environments, but also in OSNs, in contrast to the con-
ventional wisdom that OSNs are able to improve our social capac-
ity and allow us to maintain a much larger number of relationships
than is possible “offline”.
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