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Toward a More Complete Picture of Student Learning:

Assessing Students’ Motivational Beliefs
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Conclusion

The central message of recent research on student motivation is clear: students’ motivational beliefs matter. To
the extent that teachers take this message to heart and start incorporating students’ motivational beliefs in their
assessments and acting on the assessment data, the greater the likelihood that students will experience academic
success.

A variety of accessible resources, written specifically for teachers, provide a much more extensive treatment of the
concepts presented in this article. These resources present specific strategies, tools, and techniques for monitoring and
supporting healthy motivational beliefs. For example, teachers interested in developing a deeper understanding of
student motivation can turn to Paul Pintrich’s and Dale Schunk’s Motivation in Education: Theory, Research, and
Applications or Deborah Stipek’s Motivation to Learn: From Theory to Practice. Teachers interested in developing
techniques for assessing student motivation will find Lorin Anderson’s and Sid Bourke’s Assessing Affective
Characteristics in Schools and Richard Stiggins’ Student-involved classroom assessment particularly useful. Elaine
Chapman’s Alternative Approaches to Assessing Student Engagement Rates provides an overview of methods that can
be used to assess student engagement — a motivational factor associated with students’ achievement goal orientations.
(Complete citations for each source can be found in the reference section of this article.)
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