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Correlation between blood and milk serum leptin in

goats and growth of their offspring
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Discussion

Leptin was found in goat milk serum, as noted with other species, such as humans, mice,
pigs, sheep and horses (Houseknecht et al., 1997; Aoki et al., 1999; Estienne et al., 2000;
McFadin-Buff et al., 2001; Salimei et al., 2002). Leptin mRNA has also been found in
mammary tissue of humans, rats and sheep (Smith-Kirwin et al., 1998; Aoki et al., 1999; Laud et
al., 1999) and is regulated in bovine mammary epithelial cells by growth factors known to alter

mammary function and nutrient partitioning (Smith and Sheffield, 2002).
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