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4. CONCLUDING REMARKS
In this paper we argue for the need to consider security

and dependability when designing Software Defined Net-
works. We have presented several threats identified in these
networks as strong arguments for this need, together with a
brief discussion of the mechanisms we are using in building
a secure and dependable SDN control platform.
The novel concepts introduced by SDN are enabling a rev-

olution in networking research. The know-how and good
practices from several communities (databases, program-
ming languages, systems) are being put together to help
solve long-standing networking problems. We hope that this
paper will trigger discussions in the SDN community around
issues related to security and dependability, to serve as a
catalyser of joint efforts in these critical issues.
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