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4. Conclusion

Wireless sensor networks (WSNs) have attracted sig-
nificant attention over the past few years. A growing list
of civil and military applications can employ WSNs for
increased effectiveness; especially in hostile and remote
areas. Examples include disaster management, border
protection, combat field surveillance. In these applica-
tions a large number of sensors are expected, requiring
careful architecture and management of the network.
Grouping nodes into clusters has been the most popular
approach for support scalability in WSNs. Significant
attention has been paid to clustering strategies and algo-
rithms yielding a large number of publications. In this
paper, we surveyed the state of the research and classi-
fied the different schemes. We developed taxonomy of
relevant attributes. We categorized the different schemes
according the objectives, the desired cluster properties
and clustering process. We highlighted the effect of the
network model on the pursued approaches and summa-
rized a number of schemes, stating their strength and
limitations.
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