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5. Conclusions

The Ajó River marsh is an intertidal wetland in which surface
water–groundwater interaction shows complex variations depend-
ing on the fluctuation level of the tide in the estuary with respect to
the level of the regional groundwater discharge, on the different
sections of the river and on the anthropogenic regulation of tidal

flow. The study of salinity and level fluctuations made it possible to
recognize differences in hydrological behaviour in the different
areas of the marsh.

In the wetland area with no anthropogenic modifications,
which extends between the coastline and the floodgates located
in the upper section of the Ajó River, the salinity and hydrological
dynamics are determined by the tidal flow. In this intertidal area,
both in surface water and groundwater, there is saline stratifica-
tion that fluctuates periodically with the tidal flow.
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