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Specification of Modular Data Center Architecture
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Conclusion

The benefits of modular architecture are becoming widely recognized.
This paper has only briefly summarized these benefits. The move
toward modular data center is inevitable because the overwhelming
improvements in performance and TCO that accrue. This form of
advancement can be seen in many industries such as the automotive
industry and the IT equipment industry. For data centers the only
questions are how quickly this transformation will occur and what
form it will take.

This paper defines what is meant by modular data center architecture,
so that operators, engineering firms, construction firms, and suppliers
can begin to have productive conversations about modular data center
design using a common language. This paper has also gone further in
describing how modular architecture can be formally specified. The
industry will only obtain the benefits of modular data center
architecture when the standard specification system described here, or
one like it, becomes a commonly accepted way for vendors to describe
data center offers, and for customers to use in requesting quotations.
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