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Bringing Power to Planning Research: One

Researcher’s Praxis Story
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Conclusion
What typifies a work in phronetic planning research is that for a particular area of concern it

focuses analysis on praxis in answering the four value-rational questions which have given
structure to this article: (1) Where are we going? (2) Who gains and who loses, by which
mechanisms of power? (3) Is this development desirable? (4) What should be done? The
questions can be answered in different ways for a given area of interest, depending on
perspective. And since there is always an urban politics in a democracy, the praxis that works
in one situation does not necessarily work in another. Thus, there exists neither one fixed
methodology for doing phronetic planning research nor only one typical example of such
work, nor one kind of praxis related to it. To the extent that the example given in this article
may be an example to follow, this would be mainly as regards the questions asked, with their
focus on power, values, and praxis. It would not necessarily be for the answers given, because
such answers will vary from context to context. The article is, as the title says, only one
researcher’s story.
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