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6. Conclusion

The greenway concept has become established in
the UK. It was significant in the planning work of
33% or respondents during the past decade and 75%
of respondents expect it to be significant during the
next decade. The great majority (81.9%) use it to
mean a route (‘way’) through a strip of publicly
owned greenspace. This conception differs from that
of the Countryside Agency and the European Green-
ways Association, which see greenways much more
as routes than as linear strips of open space. The
Countryside Agency/European Greenways Associa-
tion interpretation is closer to my 1996 definition
(‘a route which is good from an environmental point
of view’) and retains my support, for the following
reasons:

1. It makes excellent use of the term ‘greenway’ to
characterise a fresh approach to public open space
planning which concentrates more on the use and
character of open space than on its preservation and
ownership.
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