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6. Procedure

6.1 Place the empty aluminum tube in the rack, with sealed
end down, or support it some other way in a vertical position.

6.2 If the sample is not already hot, heat it in the oven at 163
6 5°C until sufficiently fluid to pour. Stir the sample thor-
oughly and pour 50 6 0.5 g into the vertically held tube.
Depending on the type of tube used, either fold the excess tube
over two times and crimp tightly, screw on the cap, insert a
cork stopper wrapped in aluminum foil, or seal it in some other
way to prevent the introduction of air.

6.3 Place the sealed tube assembly in the 163 6 5°C oven
(other temperatures may be used if deemed more appropriate
by all parties). Allow the tube to stand undisturbed in the oven
for a period of 48 6 1 h. At the end of the conditioning period,
remove the tube from the oven, and place it immediately in the
freezer at -10 6 10°C, taking care to keep the tube in a vertical

position at all times. Leave the tube in the freezer for a
minimum of 4 h to solidify the sample completely.
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