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4. C nclusion

The aim of this study was to determine the reasons for studying ICT expressed by student candidates, and how
these reasons relate to the acceptance or non-acceptance of the candidates. Seven ICT-related curricula from three 
higher education institutions were included in this survey. In total, 1,464 candidates submitted 1,807 applications 
and 572 of them were accepted. The total competition was 2.56 people per position. 

All candidates answered the following open-ended question: What are the main reasons that influenced you to 
apply to Informatics or Information Technology related curriculum? Fourteen different reasons were distinguished 
from the candidates’ answers using inductive content analysis: (1) interest, (2) necessary at work, (3) continuing 
studies, (4) salary, (5) labour market, (6) importance in the future, (7) field development, (8) scholarship, (9) 
suitability, (10) likeability, (11) personal development, (12) prior experience, (13) self-realization, and (14) other. 
The most popular reason was interest – which shows that students are intrinsically motivated to study ICT. Less 
common reasons were associated with external motivating factors, e.g. scholarship and salary. In comparing 
accepted and non-accepted candidates, only a few differences were found. Non-accepted candidates more often 
expressed field development as a reason for candidacy. 
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