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4 Summary

Using seven criteria, we have reviewed the qualitative aspects of six represen-
tative parallel programming models. Our goal is to provide a basic guideline in
evaluating the appropriateness of a programming model in various development
environments. The system-architecture aspect indicates the type of computing
infrastructure (e.g. single node versus a cluster) supported by each of the pro-
gramming models. The remaining aspects, which complement the typical perfor-
mance evaluation, are meant to aid users in evaluating the ease-of-use of models.
It should be noted that the seven criteria are by no means exhaustive. Other
implementation issues such as debugging support should be considered as well
when evaluating a parallel programming models.
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