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CONCLUSIONS 
In writing this chapter, our goal was to selectively highlight methodological considerations and concerns that 
characterize current research on the psychology of aging. The overview of sampling and design considerations 
emphasized missing data considerations and retest effects, as well as their corresponding impact on model-
based parameter estimates and (in) accuracy of inferences drawn. In particular, we emphasized the strengths 
of the measurement burst design. Such intensive measurement designs hold real promise for improving our 
understanding of dynamic aging-related processes, including current trends such as whether intraindividual 
variability reflects both state-like and trait-like influences. We reviewed common analytic approaches for 
analyzing change in both continuous (LGC, multilevel models) and categorical (survival) outcomes, as well as 
emphasized the need to carefully consider alternative parameterizations of developmental time to 
chronological age. Finally, we concluded by exploring some emerging trends in the study of the psychology of 
aging, including the promise of integrated data analysis for informing the key scientific issues of 
generalizability and theory development. The advances in design and analysis and their corresponding recent 
applications have given rise to an exciting time for research in the psychology of aging, as we strive to further 
our understanding of dynamic developmental processes. 
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