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For research

• Devote time to longitudinal studies that
examine the impact of family involvement 
in early childhood over time. More than 
ever, we now know that families make a 
difference in the lives of young children. It 
is important for researchers to continue to 
examine how family involvement in early 
childhood relates to children’s outcomes 
both in the early years and over time. 
Research of this nature can go a long way 
in helping practitioners and policymakers 
bolster their arguments for well-funded, 
high-quality early childhood programs 
across the country. For example, over 30 
years of research on the Chicago Child–
Parent Centers has shown that children of 

low-income parents who got involved in 
their children’s education in the early years 
had higher rates of eighth grade reading 
achievement and high school completion.37 
(See text box on page 3.)
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