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Prospects
Since the first discovery of protein toxins as virulence factors of bacterial pathogens in the
19th century, scientific investigation has defined the biochemical and cellular aspects of
toxin action that was facilitated with the resolution of the structural properties of protein
toxins. The determination that protein toxins were often organized into discreet domains that
comprises a catalytic, receptor binding, and translocation domain allowed rapid
development of vaccines to control disease. The next chapter in the study of protein toxin
action is to utilize our understanding of toxin structure function to utilize toxins for
immunological and therapeutic intervention of human disease.
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