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5. Conclusions: implications for a future research agenda

In this paper we have reviewed progress in the development of
guidance on Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMPs) and

summarised the underpinning research. By reviewing the con-
tinuing barriers to effective policy development, we have
identified eight areas on which further research might usefully
focus:

1. understanding good practice in partnership working;
2. improving the processes of benchmarking and target setting;
3. testing the application of option generation methods for policies

and packages;
4. assessing the effectiveness of different approaches to financing;
5. identifying good practice in stakeholder involvement at all

stages in the policy process;
6. understanding effective political decision-making and leader-

ship;
7. evaluating alternative approaches to policy implementation;

and
8. continuing to evaluate novel policy instruments and, in

particular, policy packages.
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