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Evolutionary Developmental psychology
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CONCLUSION

A complete understanding of human social and cog-
nitive development, and any assocated sex differ-
ences, requires an understanding of human evolution
and the associated epigenetic processes that guide the
development of evolved sodial and cognitive pheno-
types. To argue otherwise is to ignore the vast empir-
ical literature supporting Darwin's (1859) theory of
evolution (e.g., Weiner, 1995) and to deny the core
theoretical foundation of the biological sciences. The
goal here was to provide a skeletal framework for
linking the extant empirical and theoretical literatures
in developmental psychology to the wider field of
evolutionary biology and, in particular, to evolution-
ary developmental biclogy (e.g., Hall, 1992). This
emerging interdisciplinary field of evolutionary de-
velopmental psychology seeks to explain not only the
evolutionary and biclogical influences on human de-
velopment, but also to understand the social and eco-
logical conditions that will necessarily affect the de-
velopment and expression of sodal and cognitive
competencies. In other words, an evolutionary per-
spective should provide a useful framework for con-
ceptualizing and guiding future research across many
of the developmental specialties (e.g., social, cogni-
tive, and neurcscentific).
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