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5. Architectural design and building models

The previous review was based on the available
literature on Parametric Design and CAD. The kind
of application that this literature is addressing has
more to do with Mechanical Engineering and Com-
puter-Aided Production, although there are a few
papers related directly with the construction industry.
But we are interested in architectural education and
architectural practice and there are strong differences
between these fields. The main one is that CAD, as
used by engineers, applies mainly to objects that will
be repeated many times and that are not rooted to
any particular site. This is exactly the opposite of
what happens in architecture. Keeping these differ-
ences in mind, let us now see how the previous
review can relate to our field of interest.
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