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Summary
Unfortunately, no one rootstock can satisfy all the 
requirements for consistently producing copious 
amounts of large, firm fruit of premium quality. 
Growers are strongly advised to consider carefully 
the effects of each specific rootstock/scion combi-
nation as a function of environmental and cultural 
practices when replanting an orchard (Tables 1 and 
2). Selecting the proper rootstock depends not only 
on the management skills of the grower but also on 
the scion cultivar, training system and site selected 
for the orchard. Furthermore, it is often possible for 
semi-dwarfing cherry rootstocks to be highly pro-
ductive. However, when these rootstocks are com-
bined with productive scion cultivars, it can lead to 
an over-cropping situation. In addition, productive 
scion/rootstock combinations are only recommended 
for fertile soils. For more information about the 
attributes of specific cultivars, please see PNW 604, 
“Sweet Cherry Cultivars for the Fresh Market.”
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