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4   Conclusions and future work 

We have introduced a measure for estimating the functional size of web applications 
from a model-based software production environment. We have presented the counting 
rules that support this measuring process. The contribution of our work is to provide a 
measuring process that can be done on the conceptual schema: in consequence, the size 
of the WebApp is calculated in the problem space, improving the conventional 
approaches, that historically focus on the final software product. 

Despite their use by researchers and their growing acceptance in practice, the 
traditional FPA measures are not without drawbacks [21,22,24]. However, the use of 
OOmFPWeb in a model-based code generation environment can solve some limitations of 
the traditional measuring process, such as: 

Changing requirements. As reported by Kemerer [24], if we compare a function-
point count generated from an initial specification with the count obtained from the 
resulting system, we can find an increase of 400–2000%. 

Difficulty to automation. The original approach does not easily automate data 
collection.
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