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A methodology to forecast technology convergence :

Patent based cross impact analysis
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V. CONCLUSION

By This study aimed to propose the methodology for
forecasting the future’s technology convergence using the
technology relationship analysis. We developed this
technology relationship matrix and calculated the impact
value to evaluate the degree of connections between
technologies. Also, we illustrated the case study of IT and
BT field.

The methodology has special contributions. First, on
the perspective of analysis, this paper suggested the
methodology estimating the impact between technologies
by quantitative approach. Second, on the perspective
forecast, this paper attempted to forecast the future’s
change of technology convergence. The approach of this
paper reflects the effort to overcome the limitation of
existing researches on technology convergence.

Despite its meaningful contribution, this paper has
some limitations. This research dealt with the part of the
data of U.S. patent. That is not to obtain the accurate
results of technology convergence in IT and BT field, but
to illustrate the methodology proposed in this paper. Also,
to improve the validity the additional research is needed
to verify the methodology.
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