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8. Summary and conclusions

One thing all beings have in common is they do not want to suffer. Almost 2500 years ago Siddartha Gautama described a
path to the alleviation of suffering based on four observations of the reality of existence. These observations are described as
the four seals of Dharma and are considered by Buddhists to be the ultimate truth of the nature of reality.

One of the perverse tragedies of our modern economy is that we know some beings suffer and others prosper materially in
the name of business and profit. The idea that some sections of human activity are allowed to cause suffering because those
activities are in pursuit of profit rather than social wellbeing and happiness, is a revealing statement of moral priority
reflecting greed and attachment to material wealth.

This paper began by challenging the dominant view that the objective of business is to earn profit, with the observation that
profit is only a means to the higher end of achieving a meaningful form of happiness. Interpreting this end as eudaimonic
happiness or nirvana, the paper explored whether accounting has the capability of contributing to this inherently spiritual goal.
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