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Conclusion
Since James March and Johan P. Olsen declared that “a new
institutionalism has appeared in political science,”154 research
on political institutions has advanced considerably. Yet
because the comparative politics literature has focused pri-
marily on formal institutions, it risks missing many of the
“real” incentives and constraints that underlie political behav-
ior. Indeed, rational-choice analyses of institutions have been
criticized for an “excessive attention to formal rules” and
“insufficient attention to firmly established informal prac-
tices and ‘institutions.’”155

We have sought to provide a framework for incorporat-
ing informal rules into mainstream institutional analysis.
Far from rejecting the literature on institutions, we seek to
broaden and extend it, with the goal of refining, and ulti-
mately strengthening, its theoretical framework. We see sev-
eral areas for future research. First, we must posit and test
hypotheses about how informal rules shape formal institu-
tional outcomes. For example, how do clientelism and
patronage networks mediate the effects of electoral and leg-

islative rules?156
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