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A Study on the Community of Waterbirds and Protective

value at Gangjin Bay in Jeollanamdo, Korea
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The Value of Gangjin Bay as a Migration Destination
of Aquatic Birds

The whooper swan, a class-II endangered species and a
natural monument species, are generally found in flocks in
areas of low water level, such as seasides, reclaimed lands,
estuary deltas, rivers and reservoirs, and they feed on roots

and stems of fresh water aquatic plants and potato grains
and other grains on land. In Korea, there are approximately
4,700 whooper swans, which are found wintering in
Gyeongpodae of Gangwon-do, Geumgang estuary, Lake
Ganwol, Gangjin Bay, Upo swamp, Junam reservoir, Nakdong
estuary and more (Cultural Heritage Administration, 2009).
Gangjin Bay is known to provide wintering grounds for
approximately 300 whooper swans, a figure greater than
those found in Nakdong estuary, natural monument number
179. Furthermore, the area is also significant in that more
whooper swans arrive here for wintering than in Jindo’s
wintering grounds, natural monument number 101.
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