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5. Conclusion

This study supported and extended previous literature which sug-
gested that youngerwomen aremore highly attracted to the DT personal-
ity traits (Carter et al., 2014a; Carter et al., 2014b). Results of the current
study lend support to the notion that women's mate preferences change
over time, such that as women age, they are less likely to be attracted to
the DT personality as a whole. Thus, findings of the current study were

supportive of the prediction that older women would report less attrac-
tion to a personality which highly exemplifies the DT traits as compared
to youngerwomen; and conversely that olderwomenwould report great-
er attraction to a personality which does not exemplify any prototypical
DT characteristics than younger women. However, both age groups
rated the low-scoring DT personality as higher in attractiveness than the
high-scoring DT personality, possible reasons for which were discussed.

Finally, the fertility level of participants did not significantly
influence their ratings. Research that further investigates the factors
that contribute to females' mate selection tactics across the aging pro-
cess is suggested, including short- versus long-term preferences for
mates. Also, interpersonal attraction variables might usefully be exam-
ined along the female aging process in non-hormoneusers to determine
how age affects the preferences of specific other personality variables.
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