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Discussion: Harpactocarcinus miocenicus n. sp. from the 
Miocene of Iran resembles Harpactocarcinus spp. in car-

apace shape and chelipeds, except for no anterolateral 
spines observed on H. miocenicus. Anterolateral spines of 
Harpactocarcinus spp. appear to be very delicate, therefore 
it is possible that the anterolateral spines on H. miocenicus 
are broken and worn. Even with the lack of anterolateral 
spines observed on H. miocenicus, the transversely subo-

vate carapace shape, large orbits, poorly defined carapace 
regions, wide sternum, wide female abdomen, and long, 
robust chelipeds, as seen in H. miocenicus, are typical of 
Harpactocarcinus spp. Schweitzer et al. (2007) listed eight 
species included in Harpactocarcinus: H. punctulatus 
(Desmarest 1822); H. macrodactilus (H. Milne Edwards in 
d’Archiac 1850); H. ovalis A. Milne Edwards, 1862; H. 
jacquoti A. Milne Edwards, 1865; H. multidentatus, 
Stubblefield, 1946; H. istriensis Bachmayer and Nosan, 
1959; H. wilkeningi (Bachmayer and Mundlos 1968); H. 
dalmatius Schweitzer, Shirk, ´Cosovic´, Okan, Feldmann, 
and Hos¸g¨or, 2007; and H. yozgatensi Schweitzer, Shirk, 
osovic´, Okan, Feldmann, and Hos¸g¨or, 2007, all from 
Eocene strata, except for a doubtful Oligocene age for H. 
wilkeningi. 
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