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The fiber reinforced cementitious material with high ductility has potential use in particular environments and
structures that undergo repeated or fatigue loads. In this study, a series of monotonic and fatigue tests were per-
formed to investigate the compressive fatigue behavior of this material. It is found that the fatigue life of this ma-
terial is higher than that of plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete under the same stress level. In
addition, the failure deformation of fiber reinforced cementitious material with high ductility under fatigue
load was larger than the monotonic envelope, while the envelope coincides with the monotonic loading curve
for concrete or fiber reinforced concrete. The failure surface and damage process were investigated and a new
failure mode of polyvinyl alcohol fiber with crushed end was discovered. The fatigue failure surface could be di-
vided into three regions, including fatigue source region, transition region and crack extension region.
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1. Introduction

Fiber reinforced concrete is made by adding fibers into concrete ma-
trix to improve its ductility. With fiber reinforced concrete widely ap-
plied in modern complicated structures, which is subjected to
repetitive cyclic loads (e.g. automobile traffic, wind action and sea
waves), the fatigue behavior of this material is also getting more and
more attention. Numerous experiments have been conducted to study
the fatigue behavior of fiber reinforced concrete [1–8]. Fiber reinforced
cementitious material with high ductility is a kind of cementitious ma-
terial reinforced by random distributed short fibers, which is also re-
ferred to as engineered cementitious composites (ECC) [9], strain
hardening cementitious composites (SHCC) [10], polyvinyl alcohol
(PVA) fiber reinforced cementitious composites (PVA-FRCC) [11], or
ultra-high toughness cementitious composites (UHTCC) [12], and its
use has been explored throughout the world. This material was pro-
posed by Li and Leung and was designed with micromechanical princi-
ples [13]. UHTCC possesses the following characteristics: it is reinforced
with short fibers with the corresponding volume fraction lower than
2.5%; the hardened composite exhibits significant pseudo strain-hard-
ening and multiple-cracking behaviors with tensile strain capability
above 3%; and it can keep the crack width below 100 μm even when
the tensile strain achieves itsmaximumvalue [12]. Thismaterial has po-
tential use in complicated environments and structures that are
uang@zju.edu.cn (B. Huang),
a@uclm.es (R.C. Yu).
subjected to repeated or fatigue loads, such as airport runway, highway
pavements, bridge decks and offshore platform, due to its high ductility
[12,14–16] and durability [17–20]. To apply ultra-high toughness ce-
mentitious composites in practice, the investigation of fatigue behavior
of this material is needed.

Several studies have been carried out focusing on fatigue behavior of
UHTCC in the past decade. Fatigue failure characteristics andfiber bridg-
ing characteristics of UHTCC under flexure were investigated and it was
found that UHTCC exhibited significantly higher fatigue life and more
ductility than concrete, polymer cement mortar and steel fiber rein-
forced concrete [21–25]. In addition, flexural fatigue behavior of con-
crete beam with UHTCC layer [26–28] and the tensile failure property
of UHTCC under monotonic and cyclic tensile loads [29,30] has been
studied. Based on the fatigue test results in [27], while the use of
UHTCC layer can increase the strength of concrete beam, its improve-
ment on fatigue performance is even more effective and concrete
beam with UHTCC layer could sustain fatigue loading at a larger deflec-
tion without failure. Up to now, the existing study is mainly focused on
the behavior of UHTCC under flexural fatigue and cyclic tensile loads,
while there is limited study on the compressive fatigue properties of
UHTCC. Considering that the fatigue behavior of UHTCC under compres-
sion is crucial for its application in certain conditions (e.g. airport run-
way and road pavements) and fatigue damage of structural
components are affected by both the flexural and compressive cyclic
loading, the available work is rather limited and a better understanding
of the compressive fatigue behavior is required.

Thus, in order to investigate the fatigue behavior of UHTCC under
compression, a series of monotonic and fatigue tests were performed.
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Table 1
Properties of PVA fiber.

Tensile strength
(MPa)

Diameter
(μm)

Fiber length
(mm)

Young's modulus
(GPa)

Elongation
(%)

1600 40 12 40 6

Table 3
Test result for fatigue life of UHTCC at various stress levels.

Specimen No. Stress levels

0.90 0.85 0.80 0.75 0.70 0.65

1 620 1500 9520 42,524 484,135 2,000,000*
2 700 1869 28,394 149,691 679,756 2,000,000*
3 1100 1928 35,908 497,273 1,054,123 /
4 1572 4052 55,629 718,343 1,906,379 /
5 1586 4115 108,081 792,262 2,000,000* /
6 1900 13,019 131,442 1,295,229 / /

Note: * represents the fatigue failure did not happen when load cycles reached two
million.
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This paper focuses on the evaluation of failure process of UHTCC, includ-
ing fatigue life, deformation pattern and failure mode of fibers on the
failure plane. Emphasis will be placed on analysis of the damage process
of this material under monotonic and fatigue loads. Finally, relevant
conclusions are drawn, which could be used as a reference for a wider
application of UHTCC in structures.

2. Experimental program

2.1. Specimen preparation

In this experiment, UHTCC was produced using cementitious
binders, fine silica sand, water, superplasticizer and PVA fiber [12]. The
binders were composed of ordinary Portland cement and fly ash. The
PVA fiber was KURALONK-II REC15 typewith corresponding properties
given in Table 1 and fibers added to the mix were 2% of the total com-
posite volume. Two series of UHTCC cylinder specimens (Series I and
II) with the same mix were prepared, the dimensions of which were
70 mm (diameter) × 140 mm (height). The specimens were demolded
72 h after they were cast and were cured for 28 days. Then, the speci-
menswere laid in common environment for 3months beforemonoton-
ic and fatigue test.

2.2. Testing method

The compressive and fatigue test were performed in a 1000 kN
INSTRON testing system. The displacement between two load platens
was measured. For monotonic tests, displacement control was adopted
with a constant rate of 0.20 mm/min. The average static compressive
strength of Series I was 43.08 MPa (6 specimens), while that of Series
II was 38.22 MPa (10 specimens). The average elastic modulus was
15 GPa measured by strain gauges during the static test. It needs to be
pointed out that, although the elastic modulus of UHTCC is lower than
that of concrete, this material could be applied to partially replace con-
crete at some crucial locations of structures to take the advantage of
both materials. For fatigue tests, a constant amplitude fatigue load was
used. The tests were carried out under load control with a sinusoidal
waveform of 4 Hz. Six different stress levels were considered. Those
maximum stress levelswere 0.90, 0.85, 0.80, 0.75, 0.70 and 0.65, respec-
tively, of the static compressive strength of UHTCC, shown in Table 2.
Note that Series I was used in the fatigue tests under the stress level of
0.90, 0.80, 0.70 and 0.65, and Series II was used for the remaining stress
levels. The ratio between the minimum fatigue loads to the maximum
fatigue load (R = Pmin/Pmax) was kept at 0.1. The fatigue test com-
menced with a ramp to the maximum load at a rate of 8 kN/s followed
by a sine waveform fatigue loading.

After specimen failure, the crushed pieces on the failure surface of
specimens were selected for scanning electronic microscope (SEM)
Table 2
Fatigue load and specimen numbers of the test.

Stress
levels

Specimen
series

Static compressive
strength (MPa)

Maximum fatigue
stress (MPa)

Specimen
numbers

0.90 I 43.08 38.76 6
0.85 II 38.22 32.50 6
0.80 I 43.08 34.47 6
0.75 II 38.22 28.68 6
0.70 I 43.08 30.16 6
0.65 I 43.08 28.00 2
tests and Energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) was utilized for
the elemental analysis, aswell as point analysis from the sample surface.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Fatigue life and distribution

The fatigue lives for each fatigue stress level are summarized in Table
3, which were obtained from the above experiment study. Note that
specimens that did not fail at two million cycles are considered as
run-outs. Since the fatigue life distribution of plain and fiber reinforced
concretewas found previously to follow theWeibull distribution in [7,8,
31–33] and the flexural fatigue life of UHTCC follows this distribution as
well [25], in this paper, the verification of Weibull distribution will be
attempted for compressive fatigue of UHTCC.

For fatigue life, the Weibull cumulative distribution function Pf(N)
could be written as follows with the location parameter or minimum
value considered as zero [31–33].

P f Nð Þ ¼ 1− exp −
N
Na

� �α� �
ð1Þ

where α is the shape parameter; Na is the scale parameter; N is the fa-
tigue life.

Taking twice natural logarithm for both sides of Eq. (1) gives

ln ln
1

1−P f Nð Þ ¼ α ln N−α ln Na ð2Þ

Setting Y = ln ln (1/(1 − Pf(N))), X = ln N, β = αln u, we can get

Y ¼ αX−β ð3Þ

The graphical method could be employed to estimate the distribu-
tion parameters and it could be found from Eq. (3) that the fatigue
lives followWeibull distribution when the relationship between Y and
X is linear (the correlation coefficient r is close to one). Also, when a fail-
ure probability p is given, the corresponding fatigue life N at certain
stress level S could be calculated.

According to the probability theory of Weibull distribution, the fail-
ure probability p corresponding to the tested failure life N can be
Table 4
The results of Weibull distribution parameters and regression analysis.

Stress levels α β r Na

0.90 1.9054 13.8900 0.9661 1465
0.85 1.0249 8.7558 0.8941 5131
0.80 0.9429 10.5593 0.9891 73,039
0.75 0.6979 9.4061 0.9722 713,344
0.70 1.3936 19.5555 0.9769 1,242,160



Table 5
Fatigue equations of UHTCC, plain concrete and SFRC.

Materials Fatigue equation

UHTCC S=−0.0670 log N+ 1.0360 (p= 0.05, r=0.9625)
S=−0.0618 log N+ 1.0837 (p= 0.50, r=0.9864)
S=−0.0555 log N+ 1.0877 (p= 0.95, r=0.9653)

Plain concrete of Eq. (5) [34] S = −0.0617 log N + 1.0000
Plain concrete of Eq. (6) [35] S = −0.0765 log N + 1.0578
SFRC (0.5 vol%) [6] S = −0.0632 log N + 0.9987
SFRC (1.0 vol%) [6] S = −0.0497 log N + 0.9697
SFRC (0.57 vol%) [5] log S = −0.0566 log N + 0.0918

Note: vol% means the percentage of steel fibers by volume of concrete.

Fig. 2. S - N curves of UHTCC, plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete under
compression fatigue load.
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expressed by

p ¼ i
kþ 1

i ¼ 1; 2;…; kð Þ ð4Þ

where, k is the total number of the fatigue test data at certain stress
level; i is the sequence number of failure specimens at certain stress
level. Then the linear regression is carried out for the fatigue test data
according to Eq. (3). Table 4 shows the results of the Weibull distribu-
tion parameters and regression analysis for UHTCC compressive fatigue
life. Note that for a stress level of 0.70, there was one runout test, only
four tests were used to obtain the probabilistic fitting.

It is found in Table 4 that all correlation coefficients are between
0.8941 and 0.9891, which indicates that the relationship between X
and Y is linear for all stress levels. This validates that the compressive fa-
tigue lives of UHTCC in this study follow theWeibull distribution.More-
over, the single-logarithmic fatigue equations of UHTCC of various
failure probabilities could be obtained, which is shown in Table 5. The
test data and fatigue equations are plotted in Fig. 1 and the arrow in
this figure indicates that the fatigue failure did not happen when load
cycles reached two million. It could be found that almost all of the test
data are in the region between 5% and 95% failure probability in Fig. 1.
In addition, similar to concrete, the variability becomes larger for
lower fatigue stress level [32], which is indicated by the fatigue equa-
tions, and this effect should be considered during the application of
UHTCC.

For the sake of comparison, several fatigue equations of plain con-
crete and steel fiber reinforced concrete (SFRC) are shown in Table 5.
For plain concrete, the classical S\\N fatigue equation [34] is as follows:

σmax

f c
¼ 1− 1−Rð Þβ log N ð5Þ
Fig. 1. Experimental fatigue life and fatigue curves of UHTCC.
where σmax is the maximum stress in fatigue test; fc is the static com-
pressive strength; β is a material parameter, it equals 0.0685. Another
improved model was developed by Zhang et al. [35], including loading
frequency and reversal stresses as expressed in the Eq. (6):

σmax

f c
¼ ab− log f þ c

� �
1− 1−R0ð Þβ log N½ � ð6Þ

where a, b, c and β are material parameters, which equals 0.249, 0.920,
0.796 and 0.0804, respectively; and f is the loading frequency. The above
equations of plain concrete in Table 5 was obtained of R = 0.1 and f =
4 Hz. For steel fiber reinforced concrete (SFRC), the equations in [5,6]
are used. Note that, the single-logarithmic fatigue equations in [6],
which is an overview article, came from the test data published in [2–
4,36]. Meanwhile, the double-logarithmic fatigue equation of SFRC
(0.57 vol%) came from [5], which showed the longest fatigue life at
the same stress level in that study. In Fig. 2, the S - N curves of UHTCC,
plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete are plotted. It should
be noted that the curve of UHTCC is from single-logarithmic fatigue
equation when failure probability is 0.50 and the curve of SFRC
(0.57 vol%), which is not linear in Fig. 2, comes from its double-logarith-
mic fatigue equation.

Although there are numerous combinations which can influence the
fatigue behavior of plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete,
due to the numerous sources of fatigue data analyzed, the qualitative
trends observed should be generally applicable [6]. Hence, it could be
Fig. 3. Evolution curves of deformation of fatigue specimen with ratio of load cycles.



Fig. 4. Secondary strain rate versus fatigue life.

Fig. 5. Comparison of maximum displacement at fatigue failure of UHTCC (S= 0.80) with
monotonic envelope.
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seen that the fatigue life of UHTCC is higher than that of plain concrete
and steel fiber reinforced concrete under the same stress level.

This phenomenonmight be related to the relatively higher fiber per-
centage of fibers by volume (2 vol%) of UHTCC, due to the fact that the
Fig. 6. Typical fatigue failure modes of cylin
fibers can bridge cracks thus contribute to substantially enhance the
post-peak behavior in compression [16]. That is to say, a possible expla-
nation is that UHTCC owns higher toughness and ductility compared
with plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete. Also, further ex-
perimental work and study are required to understand the mechanism
of this phenomenon.

3.2. Monotonic and fatigue failure deformations

Fig. 3 shows a typical evolution curve of compressive displacement
of fatigue specimen (0.8–1) with respect to the normalized load cycles
and three stages of deformation are observed : (I) rapid developing
stage; (II) stable developing stage; and (III) failure stage. During the
rapid developing stage and the failure stage, each contributed to 5–
10% of fatigue life while the deformation increased significantly. The
second stage covered 80–90% of the total fatigue life, where the defor-
mation of specimen stably augmented. Similar phenomenon can be
found for all of the rest specimens for stress levels from 0.70 to 0.90.

At the stable developing stage, an approximately linear branch can
be observed and a strong correlation exists between the slope of the sec-
ondary creep branch, the secondary strain rate, and the number of cy-
cles to failure [5,7,8,36]. Considering that the value of the secondary
strain rate is related to the loading frequency of the fatigue test, for
the sake of comparison, we used the rate of strain increase per cycle of
the secondary creep branch instead of the rate of strain increase per sec-
ond. The relationship between these two values is as follow:

∂ε
∂t

¼ ∂ε
∂ t � fð Þ � f ¼ ∂ε

∂n
� f ð7Þ

where f is the loading frequency of each fatigue test.
Thus we can make comparison between various fatigue test results

under different loading frequencies. As shown in Fig. 4, an excellent cor-
relation can be observed for UHTCC and the coefficients of correlation is
higher than 0.99. Also, another four curves of plain concrete and steel
fiber reinforced concrete (SFRC) are presented. The curves of Plain con-
crete 1 and SFRC come from the results of specimen Series I in Reference
[5] and the curves of Plain concrete 2 and 3 come from the results of
Concrete A and B in [36], respectively. At the same secondary strain
rate, the fatigue life of UHTCC ismuch smaller than that of plain concrete
and SFRC. It indicates that, comparing with plain concrete and SFRC,
micro cracks in UHTCC extend much slower in the secondary creep
branch and this could also be an explanation for the reason why
UHTCC owns higher fatigue life under the same stress level.
drical specimens under compression.



Fig. 7. Probability of angle of cracking plane from horizontal plan.

Fig. 9. Fatigue failure surface of UHTCC specimens.
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The deformation corresponding to the maximum force of the last
cycle supported by the specimen is regarded as themaximumdeforma-
tion at fatigue failure. Generally, the fatigue behavior of plain concrete
and steel fiber reinforced concrete, which is accepted in the literature,
is the existence of an envelope for deformations [1,5,37]. The envelope
coincides with that of the monotonic loading curve or, at least, is very
close to it.

When it comes to UHTCC, however, there exists unexpected phe-
nomenon. Compared with that of monotonic loading curve, the maxi-
mum deformation at fatigue failure appears to be much larger, as
shown in Fig. 5, wherein the fatigue stress - displacement diagram of a
specimen for stress level of 0.80 is plotted over amonotonic stress - dis-
placement diagram for UHTCC of Series I. Although not presented in the
figure, similar results were attained for all specimens subjected to stress
levels from 0.70 to 0.90. Hence, for UHTCC, themonotonic stress-defor-
mation diagramcannot be used as an envelope for fatigue deformations.
In addition, this indicates that UHTCC owns higher deform ability and
shows more ductility at fatigue failure compared with plain concrete
and steel fiber reinforced concrete.

A possible explanation for the higher fatigue deformation of UHTCC
compared with monotonic one is as follows. In the initial design of
UHTCC, the interface of PVA fibers was treated. PVA fibers would not
rupture during the fiber chemical debonding process owing to the
strong slip-hardening effect during fiber pull-out [13,38], which also
means that the treated PVA fibers are more amenable to bridge cracks.
More micro cracks form and grow in the mix of UHTCCwhen subjected
to fatigue load and a part of PVA fibers would be pulled-out during this
Fig. 8. Static failure surface of UHTCC specimens.
process. Due to the slip-hardening effect, the fibers except the rupture
ones would still be working and even bridge cracks more efficiently.
That is to say, on one hand, more micro cracks forming, growing and
being bridged lead to larger fatigue deformation. On the other hand,
this also means the treated PVA fibers can prolong the fatigue life of
UHTCC. However, this hypothesis needs to be studied further since nu-
merous factors contribute to fatigue deformation and life.

3.3. Fatigue damage mechanism

3.3.1. Fatigue failure mode
Typical fatigue failure modes of UHTCC specimens under compres-

sion are shown in Fig. 6. It can be seen that major inclined shear cracks
formed along the specimens with the cracking plane inclined approxi-
mately 60–90° with respect to the horizontal plane and the specimen
did not burst into pieces after failure, which is different from that of con-
crete and similar to steelfiber reinforced concrete [39]. The static and fa-
tigue failure modes of UHTCC are similar and it could be attributed to
the bridging interaction between PVA fibers and the cementitious ma-
trix, which kept the specimens in integrity after failure.

Fig. 7 shows the distributions of the angles of cracking plane from
horizontal plane. These angles were divided into five regions (81–90°,
71–80°, 61–70°, 51–60°, 41–50°). It can be seen that, for specimens
under static load, almost half of the major cracks formed along these
specimens with the cracking plane 81–90° from the horizontal plane.
However, the angle of cracking plane mainly falls within 61–80° for fa-
tigue load. Under the external loads, micro cracks in specimen
Fig. 10. SEM image of PVA fiber.



Fig. 11. SEM image of “flat” area on static failure surface (Region As).
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continuously propagate to form main cracks or cracking planes. Note
that, under fatigue load, more micro cracks may form and grow in the
mix of UHTCC compared with those under static load. This indicates
the main crack angles may have more choices under fatigue load and
the angle distributionwould be different from that under static loading.

3.3.2. Static and fatigue failure surface
To investigate the damage process of UHTCC, the failure surfaces of

specimens under static and fatigue load are shown in Fig. 8 and Fig. 9,
respectively.

For the static failure specimen, the failure surface can be approxi-
mately divided into two regions by macroscopic observations (Fig. 8).
Region As (“s” stands for static), which is surrounded by dashed line,
is a “flat” area wherein PVA fibers are practically not visible by the
naked eyes, while Region Bs (the rest area of failure surface) is a
“rough” area with numerous PVA fibers observed by the naked eyes.

By contrast, three distinct regions can be identified by macroscopic
observation for the fatigue failure surface. As shown in Fig. 9, similar
to the static failure surface, there exists “flat” areas named Region Af

(“f” stands for fatigue) surrounded by dashed line. PVA fibers are hardly
observable by the naked eyes in these areas. Also, a “rough” area with
numerous PVA fibers observed by the naked eyes named Region Bf.
The emphasis would be placed on the area called Region Cf on the fa-
tigue failure surface, which is surrounded by solid line inside of Region
Af. Different from Region Af and As, this area is “darker” compared to
the surrounding areas by macroscopic observation and there exists
trace of “friction”.

It needs to be pointed out that thisway of dividing the failure surface
is rather qualitative, which is to be used to analyze and get deeper un-
derstanding of the damage process in the following analysis. Note that
Fig. 12. SEM image of “rough” area on
there also might be some areas with the above features not being
marked on the failure surfaces.

3.3.3. SEM analysis
Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) was performed to study the

failure modes of PVA fibers on various regions of the static and fatigue
failure surface. Fig. 10 illustrates the initial shape of a single PVA fiber,
which could be used as a reference in the following analysis, and the
SEM images of the regions on failure surface are shown in Fig. 11, Fig.
12, Fig. 13, Fig. 15 and Fig. 16.

The static failure surface has been divided into two regionswith SEM
images shown in Fig. 11 (RegionAs) and Fig. 12 (Region Bs). Thefibers in
Fig. 11 have beenmarked and it can be seen thatmost of the fibers were
ruptured (e.g. Fiber 1 in Fig. 11 (b), Fiber 3 & 4 in Fig. 11 (c)) and a small
part of them were pulled-out (e.g. Fiber 2 in Fig. 11 (b)). The shape of
pull-out and ruptured fibers are very close to that of the fibers damaged
by pullout test in [38]. It indicates that the reason why Region As were
“flat” in macroscopic observation might be related to the fact that
most of the fibers were ruptured with short end leaving outside of
mix. By contrast, Region Bs (Fig. 12) exists numerous damaged fibers
with pull-out end, while the fibers with ruptured end existed with a
low proportion. The traces of fibers could also be observed clearly in
Fig. 12 (a), which is evident that the fibers were mainly damaged by
pull out. Note that the pull-out fiber would leave a longer end on the
failure surface compared with a ruptured one. Thus, the “roughness”
of Region Bs can be attributed to the fact that the ratio of pull-out fibers
is high.

For the fatigue failure surface, which has been divided into three re-
gions, the SEM images are shown in Fig. 13 (Region Cf), Fig. 15 (Region
Af) and Fig. 16 (Region Bf). The emphasis would be placed on Region Cf,
static failure surface (Region Bs).



Fig. 13. SEM image of “flat & darker” area on fatigue failure surface (Region Cf).
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which is “darker” in macroscopic observation and shows different char-
acteristics compared to the static failure surface. A newdamagemode of
fibers can be found in Region Cf and it seems that these fibers suffered
from crushing. In Fig. 13, to confirm Mark 5 and 6 are PVA fibers, ener-
gy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) is utilized for the preliminary
analysis. The corresponding results are shown in Fig. 14,which indicates
they are PVA fibers due to the high concentration of Carbon. It should be
noted that there exists clear trace of “friction” in Region Cf, which has
been mentioned above, and this trace of “friction” could also be found
in SEM images. It means that the new damage mode of fibers might
be related to the trace of “friction”. A possible explanation for the forma-
tion of the newdamagemode offibersmight be that the damagedfibers
were ruptured in the early stage of the fatigue failure process and the
ruptured end suffered from repeated friction or crushing during the
rest fatigue life. In the following part, this fiber end damage type can
be named as crushed end. There are two fiber damage modes in Region
Af (Fig. 15). Part of the fibers were crushed (e.g. Fiber 7), while the
others were ruptured (e.g. Fiber 8). Similar to Region As (static failure),
Region Cf and Af was “flat” inmacroscopic observation owing tomost fi-
bers were ruptured or crushed (lying very close to the failure surface).
The reason why Region Cf is “darker” is still unknown and it may be a
result of friction or crushing. Further investigation is needed to explain
this phenomenon. Finally, for Region Bf (Fig. 16), the fibers with pull-
out end (e.g. Fiber 9 & 10 in Fig. 16 (b)) existed with high proportion,
while the fibers with ruptured end (e.g. Fiber 11 in Fig. 16 (c)) existed
with low proportion. Thus, it is found that the characteristics of Region
Bf and Bs are quite similar. Further discussion of the relationship
Fig. 14. EDS analysis of
between static and fatigue failure surface and damage process will be
given in the following section.

3.3.4. Discussion of the static and fatigue damage process
Based on the above region division of static and fatigue failure sur-

face and the results of SEM analysis, the damage processes in UHTCC
under cyclic loading are illuminated.

The possible static failure process of UHTCC is as follows. As the
monotonic external loading increased, considering that the PVA fibers
are random distributed in mix, the regions with less fibers show higher
probability to formmicro cracks due to the lack of enough bridge force.
In the early period of static failure, micro cracks of these regions grow
slowly and the deformation of the specimen is small. It should be
noted that the rupture damage of PVA fibers can happen in smaller de-
formation condition compared with pull-out damage. Hence, the fibers,
which bridged the appeared micro cracks, will mainly be ruptured in
the early stage of failure.With the loading increasing, cracks continually
extend and the deformation of specimen becomes larger. Beyond the
peak load, the ratio of pull-out fibers increases and bridging effect of fi-
bers becomes more active during this period.

From the above analysis of static failure process and failure surfaces,
it could be concluded that Region As can be regarded as the region
wherein micro cracks began to initiate with the fibers ruptured. More-
over, Region Bs with numerous fibers pulled out is formed by the exten-
sion of cracks beyond the peak load. Thus, the static damage of UHTCC
specimen occurs, when the crack propagated from Region As to Bs,
and it also explains the formation of the fiber failure modes in these
the marked points.



Fig. 15. SEM image of “flat” area on fatigue failure surface (Region Af).
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regions. Note that the above failure process is based on qualitative anal-
ysis and further studies are still required.

In addition, knowledge on the static failure process can give us in-
sight on the understanding of the fatigue failure process. In the early
stage of fatigue damage, the micro cracks appear and propagate slowly
and the deformation of the specimen is small, which are similar to that
of a static damage process. Moreover, the fibers would mainly be rup-
tured in this stage. Then, the ruptured end of fibers in the formed cracks
would experience repeated crushing and friction from the mix due to
the external fatigue load. This process distinguishes the fiber failure
mode of fatigue damage from that of static damage and it also explains
the reason why the fibers seems to be crushed and the trace of friction
could be found in Region Cf. Looking back to the above process, the
micro cracks could be regarded as the fatigue source. In otherwords, Re-
gion Cf could also be regarded as the fatigue source region,which can be
discerned by macroscopic observation. For the static and fatigue dam-
age process, Region As and Cf are the region wherein micro cracks
begin to initiate, respectively.

Following that, the cracks continuously propagate until fatigue fail-
ure occurs. Similar to the static damage, the cracks propagate from Re-
gion Cf to Bf in this process. It can be found that Region Bf is really
close to Region Bs due to both of them formed in the later period of
the failure process. During this period, the increased deformation of
the specimen lead to the appearance of pull-out damaged fibers. It
should be noted that the difference between the static and fatigue fail-
ure is that there exists Region Af on the fatigue damage surface. Remem-
ber that most of the fibers in Region Af own crushed or ruptured ends,
while the fibers in Region Cf mainly own crushed ends only and the fi-
bers in Region Bf own pull-out or ruptured ends. Thus, Region Af can
be regarded as a transition area between Region Cf and Region Bf.
Fig. 16. SEM image of “rough” area on
During fatigue damage process (shown in Fig. 17), micro cracks ap-
pear and propagate at the rapid developing stage (I). Then, Region Cf is
formed at the stable developing stage (II),which is the fatigue source re-
gionwith crush damaged fibers. After that, Region Af (transition region)
is formed at the failure stage (III). Finally, Region Bf formed around the
last cycle with fibers pulled out and ruptured and can be denominated
as crack extension region. In summary, micro cracks initiate in the fa-
tigue source region, propagate in the transition region and form the
main crack in the extension region.

Considering that the above discussion of the damage process is
based on the qualitative analysis of the failure surface and SEM analysis,
further evidence and investigation, as well as quantitative analysis, are
indispensable. In addition, a more accurate method to distinguish the
crack-initiating regions (Region As and Cf) is needed due to that the
macroscopic observation in this paper is not as accurate as we would
like. Also, the relationship between the fatigue deformation and the
crack propagation need to be paid more attention to in future studies.

4. Conclusions

A series of monotonic and fatigue tests were performed in this study
to investigate the fatigue behavior of ultra-high toughness cementitious
composites under compression. The fatigue life of UHTCC specimens is
shown to follow a Weibull distribution and the S - N relationship was
given, which indicates that the fatigue life of this material is higher
than that of plain concrete and steel fiber reinforced concrete under
the same stress level. In addition, the maximum deformation of
UHTCC at failure under fatigue load was larger than that of the mono-
tonic envelope, while the envelope coincides with the monotonic load-
ing curve for concrete or fiber reinforced concrete, and the fatigue life of
fatigue failure surface (Region Bf).



Fig. 17. Fatigue failure damage process of UHTCC specimen.
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UHTCC is much smaller than that of plain concrete and fiber reinforced
concrete at the same secondary strain rate.

The failure surface and damage process of UHTCCwere investigated.
A new failure mode of PVA fiber with crushed end was discovered with
the help of SEM analysis and EDS analysis. This failure mode forms by
the ruptured ends of fibers experiencing repeated crushing. The fatigue
failure surface could be divided into three regions, including fatigue
source region, transition region and crack extension region. During the
fatigue failure process, micro cracks initiate in the fatigue source region,
propagate in the transition region and formmain cracks in the crack ex-
tension region.
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