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Limitations

Although CHD is a common disease and occurs

frequently, the percentage of patients who undergo

angiography is relatively small. Although angiography is

recommended for symptomatic patients, less than 50

percent of patients actually complete one. This may be

due to the poor economy and conservative approach to

healthcare in the southwestern region of China. The

subjects of our study were CHD patients with angiogra-

phy-confirmed stenosis of 50% or more in at least one

artery. This inclusion criterion tended to reduce the size

of the enrollment-eligible population. In addition, as our

study was only performed in the Chongqing Han region

of China, it is not entirely clear whether this association

may also exist in other populations. Furthermore,

although our results suggested that rs1761667 in the

CD36 gene was associated with the development of CHD,

it is still unknown whether and how the SNP influences

CHD. Therefore, it is necessary to perform studies with a

larger sample size and to include data from other racial

and regional populations. More functional and linkage

studies are also required to investigate the exact role that

CD36 gene polymorphisms play in CHD.
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