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Conclusion

This study indicates that the broadcast provided by major American networks 
during and right after the terror attacks on September 11, 2001, refl ected a 
set of professional norms that supported the social structure and core values 
of society. In relation to September 11, 2001, the norms were in effect for at 
least the fi rst 24 hours, and while the norms can be seen as highly valuable 
in a crisis situation, it will probably not be in accordance with libertarian or 
socially responsible press theory to apply the full packet of norms beyond the 
hours of acute national crisis. The pattern of norms is relevant for broadcast 
to the affected nation, and there is no reason to believe that the same norms 
should be applied to coverage of terror attacks to audiences that are not in a 
crisis mood. 
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