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IV. DISCUSSION
An endodontic irrigant/medicament should ideally exhibit powerful antimicrobial activity, disinfect the root canal space, 

and have no cytotoxic effects on periradicular tissues, among various other properties required. Therefore, an equally 

effective and a safe irrigant/ medicament is desirable.[2]  
     Antimicrobial agents are many a time associated with adverse effects on the host like, hypersensitivity, immune 

suppression and allergic reactions. Also, the continuous evolution of bacterial resistance to currently available 

antimicrobial agents has necessitated the search for novel and effective antimicrobial compounds.  

     Various authors have shown the antimicrobial activity of Curcuma longa extracts against an array of pathogens. 

[7][8][9][10]   In the present study, it was seen that both aqueous and hydro-alcoholic extracts of Curcuma longa rhizome 

showed antimicrobial activity against the tested endodontic pathogens. However the antimicrobial properties of aqueous 
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