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Neural Networks Made Simple
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A tale from the Open Source world
When | first released the FANN library version 1.0 in Novem-
ber 2003 | did not really know what to expect, but | thought
that everybody should have the option to use this new li-
brary that | had created. Much to my surprise, people actual-
ly started downloading and using the library. As months went
by, more and more users started using FANN, and the library
evolved from being a Linux-only library to supporting most
major compilers and operating systems (including MSVC++
and Borland C++). The functionality of the library was also
considerably expanded, and many of the users started con-
tributing to the library. Soon the library had bindings for PHP,
Python, Delphi and Mathematica and the library also became
accepted in the Debian Linux distribution.

My work with FANN and the users of the library takes up
some of my spare time, but it is a time that | gladly spend.
FANN gives me an opportunity to give something back to the
open source community and it gives me a chance to help peo-
ple, while doing stuff | enjoy.
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