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European qualitative research: A celebration of diversity

and a cautionary tale
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4. Conclusions

I have drawn attention here to the rich diversity of European
qualitative management research and to potential concerns
regarding increasing standardisation in the domain. I have argued
that methodological diversity and pluralism is something to be
cherished offering a variety of insights into a range of different
research questions. In concluding, the onus is not just upon quali-
tative researchers to resist attempts to homogenize qualitative
management research and encourage the use of qualitative
methods, but also upon epistemological gatekeepers (Symon &
Cassell, 1999) such as editors and reviewers to facilitate methodo-
logical pluralism. We need an international methodological land-
scape that reflects and celebrates the diverse traditions that
comprise qualitative management research.
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