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Critical intellectual capital
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Ways ahead

The papers show that research in the area has not saturated with an account of the role of the individual, the role of
knowledge and an account of value. They also indicate interesting research avenues that will complement and possible
substitute studies that only focus on explaining the role of intellectual capital via correlations between items of intellectual
capital and financial value.

Currently, the vast majority of papers in the intellectual capital field are focused on reporting how organisations struggle
with accounting for, i.e. measuring and reporting, intellectual capital. To a significant extent, this work is unquestioning of
the practices themselves, as well as the thinking that underpins them. Perhaps intellectual capital accounting has become
part of the mainstream, if only in a small way. In our view, the papers collected in this issue demonstrate that the intellectual
capital topic exhibits many dimensions that will benefit from a more thoroughly critical perspective, something which, to
date, has not featured widely in the literature. If the intellectual capital concept is as central as some claim it to be, it is vital
that it is fully understood and exploited in the quest for social betterment.
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