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Curriculum evaluation in nursing education:

a review of the literature
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CONCLUSION

Most curriculum evaluations in the literature have been
reported by nurse evaluators, many of them teachers on
the courses evaluated. There is considerable variation in
the cogency and scope of the reports, with evidence of
increasing rigour in conjunction with a greater use of
qualitative methodology. Aims, criteria and methods are
drawn chiefly from sociology and/or general education,
or sometimes from a management model. This may
account for the absence of studies exploring the WHO
curriculum aims of relevance to national health care needs
and nurses’accountability to their clients (Allen 1977).

The other surprising lacuna is the paucity of outcome
studies; this may perhaps be explained by the complexity
of the nursing abilities which are the intended product of
any nursing curriculum, although sample indicators could
be used to create at least a partial profile of curriculum
outcomes.
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