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6.. onclusions and discussion

In their overview of the changes in partnership behaviour in Europe Sobotka and 
Toulemon claim Poland to be ‘immune’ to the spread of cohabitation, together with 
Romania and Southern European countries (Sobotka and Toulemon 2008: 100). This 
conclusion is fully in line with the common belief about cohabitation in Poland itself 
(e.g., Kwak 2005, Fihel 2005) and it had been so far fully justified given the available 
data on cohabitation in Poland. These data come exclusively from cross-sectional 
surveys. They yield a proportion of consensual unions among the total number of 
unions at 1.4-4.9%.  
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