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4.5. Implications and future research

Sample size and equal numbers of males and females for each blood type was an important
design feature of this study and a considerable advantage when compared with the inconsistent
methodology of previous blood type and personality studies. Previous studies undertook no
multivariate analyses and thus took no account of the general finding that some personality traits
are significantly inter-correlated. As demonstrated in this study with the significant neuroticism

and gender difference for the blood Type B sub-sample, if single personality traits are tested in
isolation then apparently significant effects might be found. A possible reason for inconsistent
findings from previous studies is that different personality measures might reveal varying patterns
in data that are inappropriately sampled and for which in some cases there were no checks on
other possible influences, such as age [Maurer-Groeli (1974) controlled for the age variable].
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