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Conclusion and recommendations 

As we’ve seen, the most appropriate compression technique for an application depends 
on the trade-off the user is willing to accept between frame rate, video image quality and 
bandwidth consumption.  Recent technological developments have led to the presence of 
two major compression standards, MJEPG and MPEG-2, successfully minimizing that 
trade-off, so real-time surveillance application users can choose the standard appropriate 
to achieve a sufficiently high frame rate at required image quality without overloading 
the sending or receiving network.  MPEG-2 is the choice for applications where 25/30 fps 

is required at all times, synchronised audio is a requirement, and bandwidth can be 
guaranteed.  For most other applications, MJPEG is the compression method of choice. In 
both cases, users of either MPEG-2 or MJPEG can have the confidence that comes from 
using existing, proven standards in transmitting and storing their all-important recorded 
information. 
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