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Swiss popular initiative for a single health

insurer. . . once again!
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5. Conclusions

Following this new electoral ballot, the project to estab-
lish a public health insurance fund in Switzerland seems to
have come to a halt, for the next decade at least. Insurers
have effectively fuelled people’s “fear of change”, empha-
sising the good results achieved by the Swiss healthcare
system, the freedom to choose almost any medical facil-
ity or provider, the lack of waiting lists, etc. So the social
health insurance system established in 1996 is still in place,
despite the substantial differences between premiums, the
fact that competition between insurers is still driven by
risk-selection, and the poor transparency of insurers.

The ballot defeat has also emboldened insurers: 11 days
after the ballot, the main association of health insurers
(Santésuisse) asked for the already-generous, tax-based
funding to be increased by extending the current 55% public
funding of DRG-based in-patient care payments also to the
fee-for-service based reimbursement of out-patient care.
Such a request would have been unimaginable prior to the
ballot, when insurers were demanding more intervention
from the markets and less from the State.
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